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Fernanda Kellogg and her husband Kirk Henckels have seen and done it all in the equestrian world, from foxhunting to hosting a wildy
popular destination event to owning an Olympic team horse. PHOTO COURTESY OF FERNANDA KELLOGG

Fernanda
Kellogg Is
The Rarest
Of Gems
From the boardroom to
the barn, this lifelong
equestrian is as multifaceted as they come.
BY AMBER HEINTZBERGER
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epending on whom you ask,
the name Fernanda Kellogg
will ring many different bells.
The daughter of a prominent U.S. diplomat and an adventurous
sportswoman ahead of her time? Sure.
A former vice president of Tiffany & Co.
and president of its philanthropic foundation? Indeed. Foxhunter, lower-level
eventer and part-owner of an Olympic
mount? Yep, that’s her, too.
But if you query a New England
equestrian about Kellogg, none of those
illustrious designations are likely to be
the thing he or she will think of first.
“In the horse world, Fernanda is best
known for the incredible event she puts
on in July,” says Boyd Martin, who rode
Otis Barbotiere, a horse part-owned by
Kellogg, at the 2012 Olympic Games.
“Without question, it is the most unbelievable lower-level event that I’ve seen
in the world.”
This July marked the 20th anniver-

sary of Fitch’s Corner Horse Trials, held
at Kellogg’s bucolic 160-acre farm in
Millbrook, N.Y. It’s a close drive but a
far cry from her second home on Park
Avenue in Manhattan, but Kellogg has
balanced the sporting life and city life
since childhood.
She grew up in New York City and
in the swanky rural enclave of Bedford,
N.Y. It was there that Kellogg was
introduced to horses, at the legendary
Sunnyfield Farm, with its rolling
pastures and yellow stables. She
received her first horse as a reward for
being accepted to Foxcroft School in
Middleburg, Va., and later, as a student
at Bennett College in Millbrook, she
rode with the eponymous hunt and fell
in love with the surrounding horsesaturated countryside.
It was the start of a lifelong passion
for horses that would lead to her
involvement in almost every facet of
equestrian sport. Early in her riding

The cross-country course at Fitch’s Corner Horse Trials traverses right past Fernanda Kellogg’s historic farmhouse near Millbrook, N.Y.
PHOTO COURTESY OF FITCH’S CORNER HORSE TRIALS

career, Kellogg also rode with Harry de
Leyer, “the galloping grandfather,” and
won classes at Madison Square Garden
in the amateur-owner division.
“But that was a very long time ago,”
she says now with a smile.
Today, at age 66, Kellogg still hunts
with Millbrook, but these days it’s from
her own farm. She’s also passed her love
of riding to hounds on to her 36-year-old
daughter, “Miss Fernanda,” who lives
in London and rides when she can with
the North Cotswold Hunt.
And it was an addiction to all things
equine that brought Kellogg and her
second husband, Kirk Henckels,
together, as well.

Romance In Millbrook

Originally from Fort Worth, Texas,
Henckels is vice chairman and the
founding director of Stribling Private
Brokerage in Manhattan. He and
Kellogg met at a dinner party in
Millbrook in 1995, shortly after he’d
purchased Pondfields Farm just down
the road from Fitch’s Corner. The attraction was immediate.
“Each year, the equestrians and fox
hunters of the Millbrook Hunt Club give
a Most Spectacular Fall trophy to the
member who took the worst spill from
a horse while out on a chase. In 1997, the
award went jointly to Fernanda Munn
Kellogg and Kirk Henckels, both club

members,” read their wedding announcement in The New York Times. “They won
for falling spectacularly in love.”
Henckels proposed on Millbrook’s
Thanksgiving hunt that year, and the
couple were married the following
summer in the garden behind the
historic Fitch’s Corner farmhouse.
“Since our romance mostly took place
in Millbrook, it was natural that we got
married on the farm,” Kellogg explains.
“It was very joyful, and we wanted to
celebrate with all of our friends—and we
needed the space to include 450 guests!”
The party has only continued to grow
since then. Their annual horse
trials are not only an impressive
October 28, 2013 • chronofhorse.com 63
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Fernanda Kellogg borrowed from her retail experience with Tiffany & Co. to create Fitch’s Market at her annual horse trials, which this year
boasted more than 50 shops. PHOTO COURTESY OF FITCH’S CORNER HORSE TRIALS

equine showcase, but also a social institution for NYC’s elite. Today, Kellogg
and Henckels open their farm to thousands of people every July and have
hundreds of horses traversing a crosscountry course that runs about 50 feet
from their swimming pool.
The event has come a long way in its
20 years. The impetus for its establishment occurred when Kellogg’s daughter
Fernanda, then age 16, wanted to spend
the summer at Fitch’s Corner.
“I said, ‘Only if you have a major
project,’ so she got together with farm
manager Eric Bull, then age 19, and
together they proposed running a horse
trials,” says Kellogg. “[She] would be
the secretary, and Eric would prepare
the farm and the course. That was the
first year.
“Eric is now one of the country’s top
course builders,” she continues. “He
found his career by starting at Fitch’s,
and that makes me very proud—to see
how far he’s gone.”
Likewise, Bull has found great satisfaction in watching the event grow. What
started out as a local one-day show with
50 or 60 competitors is now a 320-horse
competition from beginner novice to
preliminary. Fitch’s also hosts the Area I
6 4 The Chronicle of the Horse

championships at all four levels.
And because 2013 marked the event’s
20th anniversary, $20,000 in prize
money was awarded. The trophies,
naturally, were by Tiffany & Co.
“Fernanda always has a vision and
new way for it to grow,” Bull says.
“The core staff has gotten larger every
year, and it’s been an experience to be
involved with it.”
Eric Hill, whose family formerly
owned the Millbrook Equestrian Center,
has been organizing the event at Fitch’s
Corner for more than a decade.
“I don’t go to a lot of events, but I
know that lower-level riders are the
demographic bread and butter of the
sport, and that they’re traditionally
marginalized,” says Hill. “They run at
the worst time of day; they don’t always
get a victory gallop. It’s no secret that
an intermediate or advanced course
requires more capital investment for
fewer riders.”
Kellogg herself competes at beginner
novice and sits second, as of Oct. 15,
on the U.S. Eventing Association’s
master amateur rider leaderboard at
that level. So when it comes to her
own event, she knows what it takes to
make riders feel welcome.

“Basically our ethic, or our underlying
motivation for Fitch’s Corner—if you
disregard the parties, the car parade
and the market, and focus on the horse
trials—is that it’s the premiere destination event for lower-level riders in the
United States,” says Hill.

Competition And Commerce

While the competition is the core of
the Fitch’s Corner weekend, Kellogg
borrowed from her retail experience
with Tiffany & Co. to create Fitch’s
Market, which this year boasted more
than 50 shops divided between the
themes of “Fashion and Home” and
“Horse and Hound.”
Fitch’s Food Court offers everything
from farm-fresh ice cream to Philly
cheese steaks, and patrons are treated
to a highlight of the social season in
Millbrook: the Blue Jean Ball, a summer
party with a fun theme—“Bermudas
and Bling” this year—including dancing
and an immense buffet.
The Sunday Spectator Luncheon,
overlooking the show jumping arena
and punctuated by a parade of hounds
and another of rare and antique automobiles, featured a “Low Country”
picnic, topped off with a tower of

treat other people well.”
“The bottom line is it doesn’t matter if
it’s stabling, parties, prizes—there’s no
differentiation between an Olympian
and a 50-year-old beginner novice rider
who’s never competed at a higher level
and never will,” Hill concurs. “That
person goes away from Fitch’s Corner
feeling like they matter.”

A Rare Gem

Winners at every level from beginner novice
to preliminary get Tiffany blue boxes at
Fitch’s Corner. “There’s no differentiation
between an Olympian and a 50-year-old
beginner novice rider who’s never competed
at a higher level and never will. That person
goes away from Fitch’s Corner feeling like
they matter,” explained event organizer
Eric Hill of Fernanda Kellogg’s competitionhosting philosophy. PHOTO COURTESY OF FITCH’S

CORNER HORSE TRIALS

Champagne Paul Goerg. The 350 guests
dressed for the occasion, many of them
sporting hats that would make the
ladies at Ascot jealous.
But beyond competition and showmanship, Fitch’s has a third mandate.
“We also want to benefit the community with the horse trials,” Kellogg
emphasizes. “When you have an emergency, including falling off your horse,
one calls the Millbrook Rescue Squad.
They became our beneficiary, and over
the multiple years we’ve raised over
$300,000 for them. They’re always on
grounds for any emergency during the
horse trials.”
This year, Kellogg, therefore, had the
odd but befitting distinction of having
an ambulance dedicated in her honor.
“I think Fernanda’s success has been
in always giving back,” Bull notes. “The
reason competitors find Fitch’s to be
such a great event is that she’s so giving
and takes care of the staff, so everybody
is happy to help. It’s kind of a ‘trickle
down of goodwill.’ It’s a big operation,
and Fernanda keeps everyone working
for her happy, and, in turn, they tend to

Service to the community—as well as
to the nation—was a cornerstone of
Kellogg’s upbringing as a member of an
influential New York City clan.
Her father was the American
diplomat and philanthropist Francis
L. Kellogg, a successful businessman
in New York who later took a post in
Washington, D.C., as assistant secretary of state working under Henry
Kissinger during the Nixon administration. Later he became an ambassador in
refugee affairs, as well as president of
the National Committee on American
Foreign Policy and of the World Wildlife
Fund.
Kellogg’s mother, also named
Fernanda, was a pioneering
sportswoman.
“In her late teens, she played polo in
Europe when there were no women
on the field,” Kellogg says. “She could
outshoot the boys and was usually top
gun at game fairs in England. She spent
20 summers on safari in East Africa,
and, from time to time, she invited my
father, my brother or me. In New York
City, my mother was active in charity
work, as well as establishing her own
foundation for wildlife protection in
Africa.”
It was a rarefied upbringing, to say
the least—elite, but not elitist.
“My parents were directly responsible
for instilling the desire to give back to
the community,” says Kellogg, who is
now active on the boards of the Girl
Scouts of Greater New York, World
Monuments Fund, The Bard Graduate
Center for Decorative Arts and the U.S.
Equestrian Team Foundation.
But the crown jewel on Kellogg’s
résumé is her 28-year career with
the renowned jeweler Tiffany & Co.
Working in global public relations,
she played a key role in the company’s
worldwide expansion. When she joined

the company, there were seven locations; today there are more than 225.
“I had the pleasure of opening the
majority of those stores, from Paris to
Beijing to Sao Paulo to Toronto,” Kellogg
says. “I toured the world with designers
Elsa Peretti and Paloma Picasso, introducing their jewelry collections.”
She also established the Tiffany &
Co. Foundation, the company’s philanthropic organization, which over the
past 13 years has awarded grants for
environmental preservation (specifically responsible mining, coral reef
conservation and urban park space) and
excellence in design and decorative arts.
“I’m not sure I ever ‘balanced’ my
life between work and horses,” Kellogg
admits. “Both were passions, and both
consumed me: Tiffany during the week,
and horses on weekends.”

New Chapters

But this year, Kellogg officially retired
from the company and the foundation, and that means new chapters are
starting. She works two or three days
a week in the city serving on various
boards and enjoys longer weekends
with the horses and more time for
eventing and foxhunting. And she looks
forward to spending more time at her
historic farm, Fox Frolic, in Aiken, S.C.,
which is the winter base of dressage
rider Silva Martin and eventer Allison
Springer.
“Fox Frolic is a joint project between
Kirk and me,” says Kellogg, who
purchased the farm last year. “Kirk’s
vision was for the residence that is built
into the stable courtyard. He designed
the structure with the idea that I would
live my dream, to sleep with the horses.”
The design team of Brockschmidt &
Coleman oversaw the construction; the
same company redesigned the couple’s
apartment on NYC’s Upper East Side,
which was featured in Architectural
Digest in 2011.
“We can accommodate 25 horses, and
there’s a state-of-the-art dressage arena
and a jumping field,” says Kellogg. “Last
year, we had Silva for the first part of the
season and Allison for the second, so it
was busy and fun.”
Kellogg has three horses of her own:
Beaufort, her foxhunter; her
competition horse, Toolin’ Around;
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In honor of their 15th wedding anniversary,
which was preceded by the 2013 Fitch’s
Corner Horse Trials, Kirk Henckels presented
Fernanda Kellogg with a beautiful foxhound
puppy painting. AMBER HEINTZBERGER PHOTO

and her former eventer, Trinket, who’s
currently in foal and whom Kellogg still
plans to foxhunt on occasion.
But the couple also owns several
horses for other eventers who compete
from the lower levels up to four-star.
Kellogg and Henckels first crossed
paths with the Martins when Boyd
taught a clinic at Fitch’s Corner six years
ago, not long after they moved to the
United States from Australia. Boyd’s
first syndicate, for Otis Barbotiere, was
made up of Millbrook residents whom
he met at that clinic, and the Martins
now return every year to teach over
6 6 The Chronicle of the Horse

Memorial Day weekend.
“We’ve had fun as a group supporting
Boyd and being a part of the circle of
four-star owners,” Kellogg says. “Being
a syndicate owner extends my total
experience in the eventing world—from
competing at the lower levels to being a
supporter at the upper levels.”
Kellogg and Henckels currently own
Martin’s lower-level horses Party Boy
and Jones, and they have syndicate
shares in upper-level standouts Otis
and Pancho Villa. (Though Kellogg
jokes that despite the shared ownership,
Henckels considers the latter gelding his
horse, since they both hail from Texas.)
“Often in equestrian sports, horse
ownership can be brilliant at the best of
times and disappointing the rest,” Boyd
says. “But Fernanda has a spectacular

character in both instances. She held
a fundraiser at her farm the weekend
after the barn fire at True Prospect
Farm and raised a huge amount of
money to get us back on our feet. [And
thanks to her, we’ve] rallied a huge
group of eventing and dressage enthusiasts who now make up a huge portion
of our syndicate owners and have also
become great friends.”
Being able to furnish Kellogg with
an owner’s pass at the Olympic Games
in London—a chance to give back to a
person who’d given him so much—was
one of the most rewarding experiences
of his trip.
“She’s played a huge role in orchestrating the support system for Silva and
me,” he says. “It was a brilliant feeling
watching her enjoy this moment.”

